Bear Valley Newsletter:  Winter 2009/2010
It’s been a year since our last newsletter!  Sorry it’s been so long in coming.
New Additions
· No foals were born at the Rescue this summer—but we did take in a number of horses that are awaiting adoption and fostering, including pregnant mares and mares with foals at side.
· We would like to formally welcome Meaghan, who has been spending a lot of time at the Rescue helping out with pretty much everything (
New Homes!  (Horses adopted to date: 273; in foster care: 29)
· China

· Calliope

· Kodiak

· Jules

· Cheyenne

· Nevada

· Baxter
· Mister

· Dalton

· Charm (was fostered)
· Oliver

· Ronin (fostered)

· Apache

· Renegade

· Cirrus

· Raven

· Zan

· Barq

· Jesse

· Badger
· Serenity

· Solace

· Juno (fostered)

· Katmandu (fostered)

· Brandy (fostered)

· Navajo (fostered)

· Dreamboat Annie

· Zephyr

· Shamrock (fostered)

· Shadow (fostered)

· Silk (fostered)

· Sally #2 (fostered)
· Pal (fostered)

· Mamma Russa (fostered)

· Homer the llama

· Molly the pregnant sheep

· Lilly the cow

· Q

· Rascal2
· Twilight
Now Available  (Horses available for adoption:  46; for fostering: 19; for virtual fostering only: 4)
· We took in three mares with foals from a breeder who was unable to keep them, along with two yearlings and two more pregnant mares.
· We have taken in Buddy, a blind appaloosa gelding; Crackerjack, an LIS seizure with a crippled foot; and Eddie, a BIG draft gelding with stringhalt.
· This summer we accepted a young palomino stallion, seized by the ASPCA:  Pepper, now gelded, is up for adoption.  We also now have Joanie, a buckskin mare from the same seizure.  She spent a number of months at Champion
Equine Rehab as she has a serious injury to her back leg that was left untreated, in

addition to having a newborn foal at side.  Her foal found a new home, and Joanie

is with us to continue her healing.

· 
Joker came back with a fairly serious injury to his leg; he has healed and is now hoping for his forever adoptive home.

·   A number of other adopted horses were returned to the Rescue this past year. Unfortunately, because of the poor hay crop and high prices, many people are unable to keep their horses.  While we will take back any of the horses that we have adopted out, there are many, many more horses that are meeting a sad fate during this time.  These are the times that we really feel the limitations of what we can do, restricted mainly by space and finances.
· We are grateful for the foster homes that lightened the burden on the Rescue over the summer; some of these horses have come back to Bear Valley to await adoption or permanent fostering (see Foster Horses page on our website).

Thank You!
· to Masterfeeds, for the much-appreciated feed for the horses
· to all the volunteers who came out and helped with shots and deworming this summer
· to the employees of the Royal Bank in Olds, who chose Bear Valley Rescue as a “local hero” during their RBC 2009 Community Celebration Week—thank you for the recognition and the donation!
· to Christine of The Horse Store in Calgary, for the donation of dewormer
· to the Donner Canadian Foundation, which once again awarded Bear Valley Rescue with a generous operating grant that really saved us when it came to buy hay this fall.
Sad News 
· We lost dear Payton to colic this summer.  A permanent resident at Bear Valley Rescue, she was an older mare that was very thin when we got her, the result of having few teeth.  Once we got her on “mash” with her geriatric friends, she filled right out and became known for her enthusiasm at feeding time—as well as her delight in being brushed and petted.  She was a lovely old soul that we miss a great deal.
· Taryn lost Jasper, a wonderful horse to which she had been perfectly matched, to an injury received in the violent storm at the beginning of August.  
· In May, we had Archie put down because of his severe arthritis—never an easy decision, but with his poor condition and pain, we knew it was time to let him go.  

· Ginger was a sweet, old pony that passed away at her foster home; we are grateful to the Ekvall family, who looked after her.

· Janine made the difficult decision this fall to euthanize Samson and Rocinante before winter because of their health issues.  Thanks to Kerry for sponsoring Samson throughout his stay at Larosa Home of Rest for Horses.  And thanks, Janine, for jumping right back in with both feet and taking in four more fosters!

What’s Been Happening…
· 
We wish there were more happening in terms of adoptions and permanent foster homes for the horses.   Perhaps the economy, and now concerns with hay supply, are to blame.   Let’s hope this coming year is better!
· 
Our most notable event of the summer was the Great Llama and Cow Rescue; follow this link for more details: http://www.rockymountainanimalrescue.com/index.php?page=rescue-llama
·   We had a very successful on-line auction this fall.  Thank you to everyone who contributed items and bid on the goodies!
·    Exciting news – Gord, of Gord Searle Natural Horsemanship, used six of our Bear Valley horses (Cash #2, Allie, Spirit, Zan, Eclipse, and Dodge) to produce three training DVD’s.  It was fascinating to watch him work with the individual horses, which all, of course, have their own quirks!  Check out the DVD’s on Gord’s website: http://www.gordsearle.com/horse-training-videos-gord-searle.php
·   John Cooper, another local trainer, is also going to be taking some horses this spring to work with for us

