Bear Valley Newsletter:   Summer-Winter 2010
We started the newsletter this summer and now it’s the end of the year - sorry it took so long! – hmm, that happened with the last one too….
New Additions
· One foal was born at the Rescue this spring:  Sugar was born to Gypsy on May 1st.
· Misty gave birth to Winston on April 24th, while in foster care; mom and baby are      doing well and have been adopted out together.
· We have 4 (possibly 5) pregnant mares – Joanie and Phoebe are due this winter and Babe and Princess are due in the spring of 2011.  Tivio is also most likely pregnant though it’s hard to tell for sure yet as she’s only 3.
New Homes!  
(Horses adopted to date: I’ve lost count! +-300; in foster care: 27)

 Adopted, fostered or rehomed:
      Chase, Spirit#2, Sunshine (found previous owner), Lego, Amigo, Apache, Dalton, Gabriel, Josephine, Chet, Pup, Kiki, Ebony, Hunny, Bogey, Winston, Misty, Easy, Odin, Prism, Zahara, Min, Diako, Ranger, Lil’Miss, Trigger, Flash#2, Kitty, Auggie, Storm#2, Badger, Zan, Baby, Delilah, Bond, Poppy, Duke, Cricket, Trouble, Gus, Tucker, Sugar, Kitch, Morley, Joker, Pepper, Allie#3, Nelson, Ellio, Cass, Dodge, Jigger, Brandy#2, Harriet, Gypsy#3, Satin#2, Rebel, Smudge, Millie,  & Aidyn

Quite a few of them (14) haven’t left for their new homes yet, so we’re still pretty overloaded.
Now Available  (Horses available for adoption:  49; for fostering: 28; for virtual fostering only: 5) 
· We took in a total of 27 horses from an ASPCA seizure; one of the horses had to be euthanized because of a broken foot, 17 of them were returned to their owners, and 9  remained at Bear Valley, awaiting adoption.  

· We purchased 2 horses last winter (Kiki and Senator) from an ASPCA seizure auction.
· We had numerous owner surrenders this year and quite a few returns
· In spite of all that we did manage one trip to the auction this fall, where we purchased 21 horses, mainly weanlings.  It was our first time to the Stavely auction and probably our last.  It is such a meat market and so depressing.  We’re better off going to the Innisfail auction as it is much closer.  But I’m still glad we went of course as these 21 horses now have a second chance.
· We have a few horses from the adoption page that are out on foster, either on a trial basis for adoption or to be worked with

Thank You!
· Once again a big thank you to the Donner Canadian Foundation,  and The Calgary Foundation – Kayak Foundation and Sherling Animal Welfare Fund, and the Government of Alberta Community Spirit Program
· to the many people who fostered  horses for the summer
· again, to Masterfeeds, for the much-appreciated feed for the horses
· again, to all the volunteers who came out and helped with shots and deworming this spring and throughout the year
· Calgary Regional Trail Riders 
· All the employee donations received through the United Way and other corporate supported donations including the Cenovus Employee Foundation, Telus, Encana Cares
· Bowden Light Horse Club
· in memory of Maurice Sirois
· Jim Muma, our new accountant
· Denise Perrin, as always
· Dr. Noeline Erickson, our tireless vet, and her patient husband Brent
· Dr. Michael Scott from Moore and Company
· all those who donated through Canada Helps, it does ALL help!
Sad News 
· We made the difficult decision to put down Crackerjack, who had a badly deformed back leg; his stallion-like disposition had become a problem, and with his bad leg, we were unable to have him gelded  
· One of the ASPCA seizures arrived with a broken foot and had to be euthanized 
· Buddy was put to sleep quietly after a good summer
· Jessie died suddenly due to colic
· Sally was put to sleep quietly, she was starting to have trouble keeping her balance
What’s Been Happening…
·    Dr. Erickson took an acupuncture course and now all the arthritic horses are getting acupuncture , which really seems to be making a big difference in their comfort
·    We had numerous geldings done in the spring, and also Romeo, the stallion from the ASPCA seizure, was gelded.  We had at least 2 cryptorchids to geld this year (thank you Dr. Cole!) and have a couple more to do yet.
·    Jon Cooper of Trusted Training worked with some of our horses this summer
·    Carol Bates did ground work with some of the youngsters this summer
·    Thanks to all the foster homes that took one or two to work with

·    We’re hoping to hold a clinic by Gord Searle here at the rescue, keep an eye on the website for more info
·   Mike and I will also be attending one of Gord’s clinics in February at Eagle Hill

·   We purchased 700 round bales for our winter feed – that’s a LOT of hay!

·   We did some more cross-fencing at Denise’s pasture this summer

·   We purchased 5 more shelters and installed an automatic waterer for the herd

·   We purchased 2 more shelters for the special needs groups at the house and Mike is part way through putting in one more automatic waterer
