Bear Valley Newsletter:  Summer/Fall 2008
New Additions!
· We happily welcomed four foals born at Bear Valley late in the spring:  River, Sydney, Utah, and Dancer; all of them have found homes and will be moved once they are weaned.  As well, Meeko, Reba’s foal, will be staying at her new home while Reba will return to Bear Valley to await adoption.
New Homes!  (Horses adopted to date: 220; in foster care: 27)
· Sunchild



· Maggie
· Diablo
· Casino
· Meeko
· McNair
· Utah
· Ziggy
· Miracle
· Torch
· Stanley
· Confetti
· Ebony Lace
· Levi
· Liberty
· Santa Fe 
· Lexus 
· Shakoda
· Nightshade
· Fox 
· Dangler (permanent foster)
· Ginger (permanent foster)

· Shadow (permanent foster)

· Pepsi
· Link

· Marty
· Koko
· Ruby (permanent foster)
· Deuce
Now Available  (Horses available for adoption: 24; for fostering: 7; for virtual fostering only: 3)
· A number of horses were returned to Bear Valley for a variety of reasons this year: Zan, Rain, Kara, Slinky, and Raffles.  Concerned that potential adopters might not be prepared for the responsibilities of horse ownership, we have added a page to our website that asks people to carefully consider their decision to adopt from our Rescue.   
· Blondie and Trey had been in foster care and are now available for adoption into permanent homes.
Thank You!
· for the help from volunteers who came out on “Shots and Deworming Day.”
· to Georgie Perigny’s Grade 7 class at River Valley School, who sponsored Miracle.  The weakest of the starving horses Bear Valley rescued in the winter, she lived up to her name, surviving pneumonia and malnutrition.  Miracle is now in her new home and doing well. 
· to Merial Canada Inc. for the generous donation of Eqvalan dewormer.
· to the Horse Store for their gift of Equine Super Diet.
· to Judy and Mac Bellamy for the terrific hay (delivered!).
· to our newly signed-up Members, who allowed us to qualify to work at Cash Casino (Red Deer, AB) as a fundraiser in the spring of 2011! 

· to birthday girls Emily, Sydney, and Alexa, who chose to have friends & family give to the horses instead of buy birthday presents.
· to the Cox family, who donate money received for their free-range, organic eggs.
· to Prairie Winds 4H for the great UFA gift certificates.

· to all who participated in our summer on-line silent auction; we raised $495!

Sad News 
· If you have followed the newsletters, you’ll remember that we suffered a great loss when our dear friend, Ed Johnston, passed away in February.  We named the next foal born, a beautiful palomino colt, after him.  Tragically, Larosa Ed (“Eddie”) died just a few months later of colic.   Everyone at Bear Valley, and especially Bonnie, who had adopted Eddie at first meeting him, was devastated. 
· We also lost Skellie this spring; he was a terribly thin horse who was with us for less than a week.  He rallied from a bout of colic two nights previous but ultimately had to be put down because of heart failure.  While we are very sad at Skellie’s death, we do not regret giving him a chance and enabling him to die in peace.
What’s Been Happening…
· Bear Valley was asked by the ASPCA to help in the rescue of four apparently abandoned horses in central Alberta this spring.  The horses stayed with us until their rightful owners were located, and the horses were then placed in their care.   
· The herd reveled in lush pasture all summer; the geriatric group enjoyed their own area, and now Payton, Pet, Lady, Brandy, and Archie are up at the house to receive their “mash” twice a day.  
· In addition to masterfully cross-fencing huge areas of pasture, Mike the Wonder Builder has almost completed the construction of the Larosa Memorial Equine Health Facility!  We have been busy applying for grants to help us purchase equipment that will allow us to more effectively treat ill and injured horses on site.
· Bear Valley Rescue’s first annual general meeting will be held September 27th at noon. If you’re a member and you’d like to attend, please let us know by September 20th by emailing us at bearvalleyab.org
