Bear Valley Newsletter:  Spring 2008
A Major Loss—and a New Addition
· Our friend and benefactor, Ed Johnston, passed away in February.  Ed supported Bear Valley not only through generous donations to the Rescue, but also in the evolution of the “Larosa Home of Rest for Horses” on his property.  The assortment of foster animals there brought him much delight.  Though we are deeply saddened by Ed’s passing, we remain inspired by his kindness and genuine compassion for all other creatures.  Ed Johnston’s daughters - Laurie, Robin, and Sarah (=Larosa) -named Bear Valley Rescue as one of the charities to which people might donate in Ed’s memory.  To recognize this gift, and to honour Ed’s contribution to Bear Valley, we are creating the Larosa Memorial Equine Health Facility.  This clinic will be constructed here at the Rescue, and it will allow us to treat horses with injuries or illness more easily and effectively.  We’ll keep you posted on its progress!
· Dru finally gave birth to her beautiful palomino foal, Larosa Ed.  Little “Eddie” will move to his new home once he has been weaned in the autumn—he is our 200th horse adopted!  
New Homes!  (Horses adopted to date: 200; in foster care: 22)
· Lalita



· Morley
· Fanta
· Pearl
· Zan
· Autumn
· Glory
· Flame
· Mary
· Rocky
· Sox
· Classy

· Chili

· Liberty

· Piper

· Hawk

· Joker

· Bella

· Larosa Ed

· Silk (fostered)

· Sally (fostered)

· Sarcee (fostered)
· Penny (fostered)
· Sue (fostered)

· Wilhemina (fostered)

·  Lovey (fostered)
· Agate

Now Available  (Horses available for adoption: 28; for fostering: 15)
· Fox and Koko are back at Bear Valley and available for adoption.  
· Sage and Rebel are back as temporary residents as they await arrangements for a trip to Goose Bay, Labrador!

Thank You!
· We are very grateful to have the exceptional services of Dr. Noeline Erikson, whose skill, care, and compassion we (and the horses!) have come to rely on
· A generous grant from the Sherling Fund at the Calgary Foundation allowed us to purchase run-in shelters for a number of the paddocks; they arrived just in time for Dru and Larosa Ed, as well as being welcome refuge for the older and pregnant horses in this unpredictable spring weather

· Thank you to Dawn for the donation of hay

· Tammy (Blue Ridge Curlies) and Larry (Steppin’ on the Frog Farrier Service) are now on a monthly schedule to work on the horses 
· The Olds College group of farriers came out to Bear Valley and trimmed an amazing total of 24 horses!
Sad News (We’ve had a very rough time of it in the past couple of months):  
· Ike (Icarus) had a tragic accident in which he broke his leg and had to be put down; Joe, our “poster-boy” rescue, had to be euthanized after a serious illness, as did Luna, a two-year-old filly, and Tulip, our dear old donkey.  Snowy, an older Arab mare, was with Bear Valley for only a short time before she passed away
· We send our best wishes to Sam and Alex who are working with Goliath after he sustained a serious injury 
· Our condolences go out to Katherine and Doug, who had anxiously awaited the arrival of Maybelline’s foal, which was stillborn
What’s Been Happening…
· Bear Valley Rescue was in the news recently with our role in rescuing six starving horses north of Rocky Mountain House; the three pregnant mares, two young fillies, and surprisingly quiet stallion are being cared for at Bear Valley while their ownership is clarified and their health improves.  The youngest one, Miracle, is battling pneumonia and we’re really hoping she’ll pull through. Thank you to all those who have sent donations and good wishes for these horses
· We were also involved in rescuing 11 horses from a farm in Vulcan as the owners were unable to give them the care they required
· Mike built a hay shed—and even got the roof on it!—so we can store square bales of hay and straw
· We’re awaiting the arrival of foals from Tango, Zen, and Reba, along with possibly four of the horses from Vulcan and three of the horses from Rocky Mountain House
· Joker and Marty have been gelded, and Joker has gone to his new home.  Still to do this spring: Chili, Peso, and Casino, and most likely Sunchild, the stud from the reserve
· Look for the new on-line auctions starting soon!
· Volunteers needed to help with activities (dates to be posted on website):  
· spring deworming and shots                                     

· painting of the fences
· cross-fencing of the pasture (unfortunately, this is necessary because we have lost part of our summer pasture)
